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P ROFESSOR Kafil Ahmad Chowdhury was born February 1, 1902 in Raipura, a village, in the Naokhali district of East Bengal, now Bangladesh. His father, Ayub 
Ali, a landlord, passed away when Kafil was only four years old and he was 
brought up by his mother; Hyatunnessa, and his elder brothers. 
Subsequent to his earlier school education at Raipura and Lakhimpur in Bangladesh, 
Kafil Chowdhury went to Calcutta to study humanities. Soon after his graduation in arts 
in 1922 from Calcutta University, he left for Edinburgh to enter a course in forestry at 
Edinburgh University. Kafil received his first degree in science from Edinburgh Univer-
sity in 1925. 
At Edinburgh he worked under Sir William Wright Smith, professor of botany. He 
also had occasion to meet and learn under professors James Cossar Ewart, James Hartley 
Ashworth, and Sir James Walker, distinguished men of science. 
On returning to India, he joined the Forest Research Institute in Dehra Dun as a wood 
technologist. Later, he was sent to Syracuse University to assist Professor H . P. Brown in 
a project on commercial timbers of India. He also acquired an M.S. from Syracuse. On 
returning from Syracuse in 1929, he established the Wood Anatomy Laboratory at Dehra 
Dun, which eventually became one of the outstanding laboratories of its kind in Asia. His 
researches by 1940 earned him the highest degree in science, the D.Sc. of Edinburgh Uni-
versity. 
During his research career, Kafil Chowdhury was the recipient of honors from several 
scientific bodies in India and abroad. In 1940, he presided over the Botany Section of the 
Indian Science Congress; in 1945, the Government of India honored him with an MBE 
for his wartime services; and in 1954, he became the president of the Indian Botanical 
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